Reversed-phase high performance liquid chromatographic (RP-HPLC) determination of amino-acids with on-line pre-column ortho-phthalaldehyde (OPA) 
Introduction
The most widely used method for amino-acid (AA) determination in biological fluids is high-performance ion-exchange chromatography (HP-IEC) [1, 2] . However, despite considerable improvements [3] [4] [5] , the run time is still lengthy and when ninhydrin-based detection is used, the method is poorly sensitive for AAs present at low concentrations, such as aspartic acid, citrulline, methionine and tryptophan [6] . Reversed [20] .
Finally, in the analytical conditions used here, 3- methylhistidine (3MH) coeluted with 1-methylhistidine (1MH). Plasma 3MH, a marker of myofibrillar catabolism assessed by measuring arterio-venous differences [21 ] , can be measured specifically by simply changing the composition of buffer B [22] , and adapting the elution program (not shown). 
